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9.0 EMERGENCY MEDICAL CARE

The following is established as Standard Operating Guidelines for all members of Tryon Fire Department who are involved in medical responses whether medically certified or not.

9.1 DIRECT PATIENT CARE

a) Any patient requiring a medical evaluation will be assessed by a currently certified

    Emergency Medical Technician.  If no currently certified medical personnel are on 
    the scene, then efforts should be made to request an Emergency Medical Service unit.

b) Only currently certified EMT’S shall deliver patient care within the limits of their 
     certification.

c) In the event the patient’s personal effects are removed from them, they shall be given to

    the patient’s family or the officer in charge.

d) Patient care will be handed off to any member of the Polk County Emergency 

    Medical Service or any affiliated provider.  In the event that the provider does not have

    proper credential Emergency Medical Technician present, the department EMT-in-

    charge shall accompany patient to hospital.

e) Only EMT’s can fill out the refusal form.  Patients under the age of 18, with 

    parents or guardian not present, must be treated, or have guardian come to the scene.

9.2 EMT-IN-CHARGE

a) In the event that two or more EMT’s arrive on the scene at the same time, an EMT-in-

    charge shall be established.


b) The duties of the EMT-in-charge shall be:

1. Coordination and delegation of patient care.

2.  Report of patient condition when handing off to EMS.

3.  Ensuring the proper documentation of all activities is prepared and all required

     reports are promptly filed.

4.  The EMT-in-charge is responsible for control of patient care, retrieval of all

      equipment used, replacement of expendable items, and preparation of all  

      medical equipment in readiness for next medical alarm.

9.3 TRANSPORTATION

Only currently certified Emergency Medical Technicians shall drive Ambulances upon request of Polk County Paramedics. If none is present, the officer in charge shall appoint a driver.

9.4 REFUSAL POLICY
The Tryon Fire Department shall adhere to the following policy when getting refusal forms from a patient(s).  Should the Tryon Fire Department feel that there is no injury to the patient, nor a danger of the patient’s condition worsening, Tryon Fire may cancel EMS and get a refusal form.  The refusal form shall be submitted to the Fire Chief immediately for faxing to Polk County Emergency Services.  Should the Tryon Fire Department feel that the patient needs advanced medical care, or the patient’s condition may worsen, EMS shall get a refusal form.  This policy is established by the Polk County Emergency Services Director and may change at his/her discretion.

9.5 BLOODBORNE PATHOGEN PROTECTION
The Tryon Fire Department hereby adopts its Bloodborne Pathogen Protection Policy, which is in direct correlation to the BBP Policy of Polk County Emergency Services.
9.6 RESPIRATORY PROTECTION POLICY
The Tryon Fire Department hereby adopts its Respiratory Protection Policy, which is in direct correlation to the Respiratory Protection Policy of Polk County Emergency Services.                                                                                                                                 
