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18.0 RADIO PROCEDURES  
All personnel should be familiar with this policy before operating any radio equipment.  The

following are the procedures that will be followed when operating radios while representing 

Tryon Fire Department.
1.  When responding to a call, all Tryon Personnel shall use Tryon Fire Dispatch for checking            enroute. 

2.  Per the request of Polk County 911 and the Polk County Fire Chief’s Association, you should identify apparatus by the department and unit number.  Example:  Tryon Engine 3 or Tryon Service 1.  This is done to avoid confusion given that both Tryon and Columbus have similarly numbered apparatus. 

3.  Any traffic going to dispatch, mutual aid, or other agencies, shall go through the incident 

commander, highest responding officer, or senior firefighter available.  No one shall cancel        any equipment or personnel without contacting the highest ranking official via the Tryon            Fire Dispatch Channel.
4.  If responding to a single department response, Tryon should move radio traffic to OPS1, OPS2, or OPS 3 in that order.  When responding to multi-department responses, Polk County should be assigning fire ground channels in the following order:  Fire Scene 3, V-TAC 1, V-TAC 2, V-TAC 3, and then V-TAC 4.
5.  When clearing the scene, only one unit should check “Tryon Clear” after all units have    

left the scene. This will be done by the highest ranking officer on scene.  
6. No Juniors will be allowed to talk on Tryon Fire Channel without prior approval.
7. All members having a radio must be approved by the Fire Chief, before operating.  
8.  When responding to the County for mutual aid, check en route on Tryon Fire Dispatch and then do the same on Polk Fire.  Stay on that channel until assigned a tactical channel by the Incident Commander.
9.  When responding to an incident in Spartanburg or Greenville County, the highest ranking officer en route should notify the proper 911 center of their response.  For example, an EMS response onto Lake Lanier should be handled by checking en route with the dispatching agency (Tryon or Polk 911) and then switching to Greenville County to advise them of your response.  Greenville County should be called by the following example:  “Tryon 701 to Greenville County Fire Dispatch” while Spartanburg can be called by the following:  “Tryon Engine 3 to Spartanburg.”  Tryon units should utilize assigned Spartanburg dispatch channels.          
18.1 SCENE SIZE UP
The first person on scene with a radio is responsible for giving a brief scene size up upon arrival.  A complete and proper Scene Size Up is vital to safe operations in that it gives all other responding units an idea of what to expect when they arrive on scene and it establishes command for communications.  
The scene size up should meet the following guidelines.

1.  Unit number (i.e.- Engine 3, 701, 713, etc.)

2. That the unit is on scene and the location of the incident you are on scene at, i.e.- “701 to County will be on scene at 295 North Trade St.”
3. A brief description of the scene-

a. Structure fire/ Fire Alarms- Number of stories, building construction and occupancy, and any signs of fire, i.e.- two story wood frame residential structure nothing showing, single story nursing home facility heavy smoke showing, multistory residential structure light smoke showing, Large outbuilding (barn, garage, etc.) heavy flame and smoke showing.  
NOTE: A FULLY INVOLVED STRUCTURE HAS FLAMES SHOWING FROM ALL AREAS, OR THE ENTIRE ROOF.  DO NOT GIVE A SIZE UP OF FULLY INVOLVED UNLESS YOU ARE SURE THE BUILDING IS FULLY INVOLVED BECAUSE THIS WILL AUTOMATICALLY CHANGE THE INITIAL ATTACK STRATEGY TO DEFENSIVE.  INSTEAD GIVE A SIZE UP OF HEAVY SMOKE AND FIRE SHOWING.
b. Vehicle accident- Number of vehicles involved and brief description of crash i.e.- Two car crash with one vehicle on side, Single car crash into tree, commercial vehicle stuck on tracks, etc.

c. Wildland Fire- Size of fire, type of fuel, speed, terrain, and exposures, i.e.- Small slow moving grass fire on level ground no nearby exposures, large fast moving kudzu fire burning up hill towards structures, etc.  You may, with experience, also advise the “potential” of the fire – i.e. in an area where you don’t think the fire can expand rapidly you may say something like “slow moving fire, low potential.”
d. Calls for service- give a brief description of particular scene i.e.- Transformer smoking no active fire,   Large or small tree down blocking both/one lane(s) of traffic, etc.

4. A brief summary of action being taken, i.e.- Beginning suppression activity, Out for investigation (or investigative mode), beginning tree removal, blocking traffic, etc.  
REMEMBER YOU CAN ALWAYS SAY THAT YOU ARE OUT FOR INVESTIGATION IF YOU ARE NOT SURE WHAT ACTIVITY YOU WILL BE BEGINNING FIRST.
5. Establish scene command.  Command will be established using THIS WILL BE followed by the road or facility name, i.e.- This will be Highway 176 Command, This will be White Oak Command, This will be Markham Road Command, etc.  With consideration to the communications center you may also opt to use the identification of your unit as command, i.e. – 701 will be Highway 176 Command or Engine 3 will be White Oak Command.
NOTE: AT THIS POINT IF YOU FEEL THAT YOU WILL NEED FURTHER RESOURCES YOU MAY REQUEST THEM BY STRIKING A SECOND ALARM WITH COMMUNICATIONS, EXAMPLE- “… COUNTY DUE TO HEAVY FLAMES AND SMOKE OR DUE TO EXPOSURES GO AHEAD AND STRIKE A SECOND ALARM ON THIS FIRE.”  

IT IS BETTER TO INITIALLY GET MORE RESOURCES ENROUTE THAN YOU NEED THAN TO NEED THEM AND NOT HAVE THEM.

In effect a full size up example for a one story house on Grady Avenue with some grey smoke coming from a kitchen window would be: 
“Tryon Engine 3 to County will be on scene 212 Grady Avenue with a single story wood frame residential structure, light smoke showing from the ground floor, will be out for investigation at this time.  Engine 3 will be Grady Avenue Command.”
A size up example for a fire alarm at White Oak Nursing Home would be:

“Tryon Engine 3 to County will be on scene at White Oak with a single story nursing home facility, nothing showing at this time, will be out for investigation.  Engine 3 will be White Oak Command.”
Or a size up for a motor vehicle crash on Hwy 176 at Carolina Drive with one car on its side and the other on fire would be:

“Tryon Engine 3 to County will be on scene Hwy 176 at Carolina Drive with a two car wreck one vehicle on its side the other with flames showing from under the hood.  Beginning suppression and investigation activities at this time.  This will be Hwy 176 command.”

A size up example for a tree in power lines on Warrior Drive would be:

“Tryon TAC 1 to County will be on scene 1500 Block of Warrior Drive with a large tree in power lines blocking both lanes of travel.  Be out for investigation and blocking traffic.  TAC 1 will be Warrior Drive Command.”

