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17.0 SALVAGE

Salvage operations are not to occur until complete overhaul is performed, unless directed otherwise by the officer-in-charge.  Salvage of undamaged items is not to be viewed as a fire fighter activity, but rather as a service performed to assist the property owner.  Salvage activities are not to compromise the readiness and return of service of any fire apparatus, equipment, or personnel.

17.1 MANPOWER REQUIREMENTS

The fire fighters are to be wearing full turnout gear and equipped with equipment specified by the line officer.

17.2 SCENE PRESERVATION

a) Under no circumstances is salvage to disrupt the scene in such fashion as to interfere 

     or hamper fire investigation activities.

b) Scene preservation takes precedence over salvage operations.

17.3 PROPERTY PRESERVATION

a) Property preservation is the goal of salvage.  Should signs indicate that property

    preservation cannot be assured through salvage operations, salvage should not occur.

b) Upon completion of overhaul and any salvage operations that may have been                                 performed, the structure and property is to be turned over to the owner as secure a

     condition as possible.  This may include any of the following: covering windows and

     doors, covering furniture, lock-out utilities, barrier taping of unsafe areas.

17.4 SAFETY

Salvage safety is as critical to the fire fighter as any other fire fighting operation.  As such, salvage operations are to be performed in full turnout gear and only in areas designated as safe by the line officer or safety officer.

